


• Context
• Youth engagement
• Political agency
• Information literacy

• Critical/radical information literacy
• What methodological approaches 

are appropriate?
• Phenomenography
• Personal construct theory
• Critical pedagogy

• Initial findings
• How is this useful to theory and 

practice?

Carl Milner, Flickr (CC-BY)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/atoach/7211416332/in/photolist-gwcrea-cXqhvL-cXqhGo-guARM3-gwdEAC-cmYgy-7mV3h9-8CCiq8-7dVsc3-fmsRuc-dQa9uq-gwJPDZ-bZfoQm-4ydUp7-4wwzK2-8Tp2ka-bsFZX1-6zTzM-6zTaa-fkZ6Ae-af8PTA-dVPpLP-cgz5vq-dtTX6w-cmYgu-9RxSb-pqpkG-9zE1Ce-dtJzfr-6zSK7-dVPm7D-6zSQW-ahq4iF-arMGnh-56Dfe-bGdLxg-6zTtw-bGdM3e-6zTTY-bGdLbX-hqMRmu-9zFrqz-6zTNM-6zTgo-6zT2F-6zTFr-6zTo7-drKQTB-drL1qE-dZy6UR/




• Awareness of social injustice 

and inequality

• Thinking and information 

abilities to effect change

• Belief in ability to change 

society

• Desire to participate

Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


Seer Snively, Flickr, (CC-BY)

At every moment democracy has to be struggled for. So 
the question becomes, how do we educate students to 
believe that schools are more than simply vehicles for 
social and economic mobility, but in fact provide a noble 
service essential for expanding power, economic and 
political, so that various groups can participate in the 
shaping of the nation? How do we educate students to 
believe that, in fact, schools should be the first line of 
defense in taking up the issue of equity, justice and 
freedom? Giroux (1994, p.164)

https://flic.kr/p/7hrEoG


Hamelink (1976) views 

information literacy as 

political and context-specific, 

and oriented towards 

empowering the usually 

disempowered in society

Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

• The media inform and the audience 
is being informed.

• The media know everything and the 
audience knows nothing. 

• The media talk and the audience 
listens - meekly. 

• The media choose and enforce their 
choice and the audience complies. 

• The media act and the audience has 
the illusion of acting through the 
action of the media. 

• The media choose content and the 
audience adapts to it. 

• The media are the subject of the 
informational process, while the 
audience is merely its object.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


Critical information literacy 
aims to “reverse trends of 
exclusion from political 
participation and enable 
people to participate in the 
decisions and events that 
affect their lives.” 
(Whitworth 2009, p.118)

Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


Critical 
information 
literacy 
can be used to

• Explain biases
• Foster critical thinking
• Interrogate assumptions
• Question validity
• Challenge dehumanisation 

(Whitworth 2009) 

Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


“[T]he ability to 
communicate effectively in a 
variety of landscapes, to 
learn from the resultant 
dialogue, and, ultimately, to 
understand how to transform 
one’s own world, and the 
cognitive authorities which 
constrain it.”
(Whitworth 2014)

Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4093325110/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


• Learner willingness to engage with 
new approaches to education

• Limited resources to engage with 
new approaches

• Confidence and knowledge of 
librarians to engage with critical 
approaches to information literacy

• Ideological conflict
• Neoliberal dominance of education
• Librarians’ lack of power to enforce 

jurisdiction
• Critical pedagogical rejection of 

frameworks

Valentina_A, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/babasteve/5387514565/in/photolist-dNMVN3-dNGjuK-91shvW-gELs4T-biDMFn-9cvWMb-5nrgzQ-9d5qoa-dNMVZo-9nM55-bUL52L-5nWJTU-5w9sqC-9dfP3b-98cxQE-83yzTM-idY9cV-6EzAMU-ofgRiA-5frcSa-9QqA2k-6FhGN-kwXPQH-9PqSyd-8SR6Wz-bARkuF-4dSKwB-8L7EAm-9GetU2-kkzVBH-nX3exi-kkzVva-nGTm5Z-8umuyU-cQZbq5-dj7E9J-dxNCMf-8SqLGf-6JAKSu-7dRfHA-kzAh9i-jf64BN-961cYB-5nLRd-deanNN-hu3Ln2-9QZNLw-cqFBiC-56gRJ3-71axWE/


Binuri Ranasinghe, Flickr (BY-NC-ND)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/62693815@N03/6277208078/in/photolist-ayGZwq-ayGZHy-ayGkBN-ayDEMD-ayGksm-5eM3mF-ayGkgu-8LTZjb-MTccC-ayGkko-7DSX3q-ayGkHd-J1R8E-g2gJn-6sEnt-48vQEC-mxQvWf-jm9BZ-xov46-qGyUm-9GbJbf-7qW8ee-xov49-5FSuJe-5emfNh-arSU4o-8ycfTU-ayWQ4v-8aJsRo-aP1Cp-3yCizh-3UPdQ6-4ojdPW-6TvTn1-dEpG5A-b1VKuK-8dCC3-mAvKkj-kv12bB-3G8iki-eLTWFA-rVRHj-mG4wC-mLikEZ-ey5CVs-8oHs4W-5Bm4bA-hTtYVi-bZzcH-4tEpaE/


Phenomenography

Critical 
Pedagogy

Personal 
Construct 

Theory

Paul, Flickr, CC-BY

https://flic.kr/p/4f9ox5


“Critical pedagogy currently 
offers the best, perhaps the 
only, chance for young people 
to develop the knowledge, 
skills, and sense of 
responsibility needed for 
them to participate in and 
exercise the leadership 
necessary for them to govern 
the prevailing social order.”

(Giroux 2012, pp.116-17)

Truthout, Flickr (BY-NC-
SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/truthout/4078966770/in/photolist-7C31WR-7tCm8Z-ftXmDL-7drLHh-7eHmWS-79eX4D-dR9a5P-7w6Y9c-ebusvW-7C31K4-kKNzCT-7C6PLj-7TJ9Sg/


• Interpretivist research

• Used in educational research

• Looks at how individuals make 
sense of the world

• Identifies variations in 
understanding within participant 
group

• All ways of understanding a 
phenomenon are valid

• Provides a strong theoretical 
basis for qualitative research 
looking at perceptions and 
understanding

Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


• Questionnaires

• Repertory grid interviews

• Focus groups

• Class observations

• Class activities

G4ll4is, Flickr (BY-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/polkadotcreations/2885757187/in/photolist-bCM3PS-5p1g5g-5p1g6V-5CVdaL-2nkWSS-6eQ4Au-6rSg41-5Wci5m-324eH5-5H9qWj-qCb7W-e6UWYM-2WcrV-3g14oR-3taAfo-aDchn1-8AAtLz-7mZ8hy-9PW36b-5Kqne-t3BaX-5EWABp-5EWABc-5EWABt-7Ac6Y9-9oQ17f-9ufNYL-aQSHAa-dKFTVL-9ucNiv-7hWDdS-4pm8MS-9wurSH-9KZSSV-7wFVnc-7wFVhn-7wKHDo-7wFVm2-9oBjqZ-9ucNp6-jvhB-5W81vP-9PT9NK-7ucfz8-4LRkE5-ba67YV-77ruQu-6tqgk5-66AZJN-5Wcdib/


• Personal construct theory 
from clinical and social 
psychology

• Constructs and mental models 
of the world

• Participants identified ten 
places, people or things from 
which they get information 
about politics, current events 
and the world around them

• Participants identified 
similarities and differences in 
how they conceive of the 
sources

michael szpakowski, Flickr (BY-NC-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/47843_vulcan/14763028733/in/photolist-ouyo7a-otx1WG-oiGaRz-oeFGae-oAN3zn-ocCwDQ-o8qAWC-ou7ugA-oAnx3F-oerLEA-oxhYkB-owiz2r-opHXsh-o9nN3p-owYoHS-oqtkfF-ouyWrF-oiS7uK-obQgvQ-otgc4R-oqydoq-opuwDk-ocPbtZ-onKZgm-otA77Q-oEGipF-oEGkcq-oFEj3x-oq8xoE-ovdYv6-oiSLTX-ocT1VH-ofxGda-ogfP32-oo5vhd-o8A3zb-o5feNy-oru62r-oFjKNv-opQEjH-oAcQgP-odRp9j-oDRteu-owh2Z8-oqXafu-on6aH6-ouPJZq-owDvuL-ocRAJt-oqboEk/


Newsround Capital FM
BBC News 
Website Facebook The Sun Friends BBC R1 GMTV Mum Dad

Less 
interesting 9 10 7 9 6 9 6 5 8 9 More interesting

Less explicit 1 6 4 9 7 8 6 2 1 1 Explicit

No images 7 1 6 10 6 1 5 7 1 1 Images and videos

National 2 4 10 3 6 2 4 1 2 3 International

Use less 
frequently 9 10 6 10 7 8 6 5 6 7 Use more frequently

Lots of info 2 7 1 8 2 8 2 4 3 6 Not as much info

Narrower 
variety 7 8 10 4 6 3 7 5 5 6 Wider variety

Costs money 10 10 10 10 6 10 10 10 10 10 Doesn't cost money

Purpose is to 
inform 1 3 2 8 3 7 3 3 6 6 Purpose is to entertain

Earlier in the 
day 1 5 5 5 7 5 8 1 5 5 Later in the day

Younger 
audience 2 6 7 3 6 7 6 8 5 5 Older audience

Hear different 
opinions 6 8 10 10 3 7 5 4 10 10 Hear some opinions

Less reliable 8 7 8 5 9 7 8 7 8 8 Reliable

Trust in 
knowledge less 10 9 6 1 7 2 7 6 9 9 Trust in knowledge more

Relevant to 
women 5 6 7 5 8 5 5 4 1 10 Relevant to men

Less
opinionated 5 5 5 9 10 8 4 5 6 9 More opinionated

Biased 9 7 10 4 8 9 9 9 7 5 Not biased



Television People Newspapers
BBC News 9 Father 16 The Sun 5
Daybreak 6 Mother 15 Daily Mail 4
BBC 10 O’Clock News 4 Friends 12 Not specified 2
ITV News 3 Grandmother 10 Metro 1
Unspecified 3 Grandfather 7 Daily Express 1
Calendar News 3 Brother 2 Daily Mirror 1
BBC Breakfast News 2 Uncle 2 Independent 1
BBC Look North News 2 Teacher 2 Telegraph app 1
Channel 4 News 1 Sister 2 Free Press online 1
CBBC Newsround 1 Sister’s boyfriend 1 Daily Mail online 1
Bloomberg News 1 Group tutor 1 Internet
Sky News 1 Aunt 1 Google 4
CNN 1 Social Media BBC Website 4
BBC Six O’Clock News 1 Facebook 13 Yahoo headlines 3
Channel 5 News 1 Twitter 6 Phone news app 2
GMTV 1 MSN Messenger 1 AOL headlines 2
Andrew Marr Show 1 Emails 1 News articles 1
Mock the Week 1 Snapchat 1 Wikipedia 1
Russell Howard Show 1 Magazines BBC News app 1
8 Out of 10 Cats 1 Unspecified 2 Youtube 1
BBC Question Time 1 Fashion magazines 1 ITV News online 1

School Radio Tumblr 1
World News Wednesday 4 Unspecified 2 “Searching” 1
Tutor group 1 Trax FM 1 Community
Public services lessons 1 BBC Radio One 6 Banners 2
Religious Education lessons 2 BBC Radio 2 3 Village meetings 1
Personal Development lessons 4 Capital FM 7 Newsletters 1
History lessons 1 Hallam FM 2 Other
Expressive Arts lessons 1 Books Billboards 3
School website 2 Animal Farm 1
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Sources of Political 
Information



Samuel Silva, Flickr (BY-SA)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


Samuel Silva, Flickr (BY-SA)

Constructs describing practical 
features of the information, source 

or its use

• Format of information
• Geographical coverage
• Location of information
• Topic coverage
• Political content
• Frequency of use
• Time of use
• Place of use
• Location of speaker
• Audience characteristics
• Size of audience
• Financial cost
• Communication between speakers

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


Samuel Silva, Flickr 
(BY SA)

Constructs assessing the suitability of 
the information

• Relevance of information
• Amount of information
• Tone of information
• Speed of information acquisition
• Level of complexity
• Level of knowledge
• Clarity of information
• Currency of information
• Accuracy of information
• Quality of information 
• Level of technology
• Truth of information
• Level of privacy
• Reliability of information
• Validity of information
• Importance of information

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


Samuel Silva, Flickr 
(BY SA)

Constructs assessing the authority of 
the source

• Identity of source
• Type of speaker
• Personality of source
• Standing of source
• Freedom of source
• Trust in source
• Intentions or motive of source
• Outlook of source
• Morals of source 
• Political affiliation/ position
• Opinions of source 
• Level of formality
• Modernity of source
• Experience of source

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


“The Sun’s obviously put down to 
journalists and they want to get 
more readers and everything so you 
don’t really know if it’s true or 
not.” (P28)

Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


“BBC News is very believable; in The 
Daily Mail everything kills you.” (P21)

“But in The Metro it’s more like facts 
and the truth and it’s all true so it’s 

not just opinions.” (P28)

Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

I think, Mum would have more 
reliable information [than television 
news], not perfect though because 
obviously either way it’s coming from 
somebody else’s mouth so it’s gonna 
be different and it’s what they 
interpret it as.” (P23)

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


“Well BBC News is a very neutral 
sort of thing so they’ll have 
somebody who thinks one thing, 
and somebody who thinks 
another, and they’ll always have 
that so that people can get two 
sides of the story, which makes 
you have the full story, as 
opposed to The Daily Mail which 
commits bias by omission.” (P21)

Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

“I think because it comes from 
a supposedly reliable source, 
like from the government. I 
think that's the beauty about 
the government. They report 
on the government activities, I 
kind of believe it more…but I 
don't always think you can trust 
the government.” (FG1, P2)

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


Samuel Silva, Flickr 
(BY-SA)

Constructs describing affective responses 
to the source or information

• Emotional association
• Ability to relate to source
• Interest in source
• Entertainment
• Agreement/ disagreement with source
• Influence of information

“I have an opinion on the news where I 
find news really depressing and bad. I 
don’t really like to watch it because I 
find it puts me in a bad mood!” (P16)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


Samuel Silva, Flickr 
(BY SA)

Constructs describing how the participant 
uses the information 

• Ability to use
• Ability to understand the information
• Choice about use

“I find Google really easy to use, it’s 
there in your everyday life, it’s at 
school, at home, it’s on your phone.”  
(P16)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


Samuel Silva, Flickr 
(BY SA)

Constructs describing a sociopolitical 
understanding about the source

• Cultural context of information
• Social class
• Level of comfort with source

Constructs describing how the 
participant communicates with the 

source

• Ability to communicate with the 
speaker

• What communication between 
source and participant is like

https://www.flickr.com/photos/universalpops/4872601315/in/photolist-a7r5am-8qzmBv-fHYCHy-ovJpQx-i4sDQr-8Lp892-72rFym-ePYrc7-6nsJ9m-ebqRWz-9gBohb-5sXNuG-a847Ek-oaQ1oj-hPx4Qs-e1v8EF-9bHWfj-duKLC4-kf64ET-cjMa2o-bAW1LZ-6pKdRE-3ZPj2b-k7VFrM-a3ikKG-ieBsMs-9fz1ss-gnsRN2-gnwhHM-9gMJar-nU54JD-6zNWe8-kSahpt-goTmeg-9pgzL-ine7zF-fTjAh4-7Qf6Qw-bK3VAg-agfkro-cKPKCh-eUpwjj-81qpey-muQyi8-gkt2Jt-3eM62p-nWDUWY-m3Xtwz-nCRrDZ-999aXy/


Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

“My mum always goes on about, how 
people are taking other taxpayers' 

money. She works in town and, 
whenever she goes out for lunch, she 

sees people at 12 and in the 
afternoon on a Tuesday, walking 

around with their friends. She says 
some of them you can tell are off 
work, but others you can tell they 

are on benefits. Sometimes it is like 
a stereotype, but quite a few times it 

is true.” (FG1, P2)

“I don't agree with immigrants coming 
in. You're walking through town and 
they're in the way. Move!” (FG1, P3)

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


Chris Frewin,  Flickr, CC-BY-SA

“I think the BBC News is there 
for people who are more 
intelligent. I’m not saying that 
unintelligent people aren’t 
bothered about news or 
politics, but I don’t think they 
would go in-depth into finding 
out, if you know what I mean. 
If they got some information 
off their family I think they’d 
just accept that rather than 
researching further into it.” 
(P7)

https://flic.kr/p/dXmcwK


• Broad range of information sources
• Understanding of political 

information often superficial
• Some critical analysis does occur, 

often supported by concepts learnt at 
school (e.g. purpose of text)

• Focus tends to be on ‘practical’ 
characteristics rather than critical 
appraisal of content

• Did not often talk about differences 
between types of format 

• Emotions strongly associated with 
sources:
• More likely to engage with content viewed as 

entertaining 
• Disengagement with “sad” and “depressing” 
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Emerging Themes & Issues Critical Theory
Understanding of media bias (omission, 
selection, placement, labelling, spin)

Media literacy (Giroux, 2007, pp.229-241)

View of schooling as preparation for work, 
not learning how to be a citizen

Marketisation of education, democratic 
public spheres (Giroux, 2012, pp.36-37)

View of young people as not 
knowledgeable or responsible enough to 
participate in politics

Manufactured cynicism (Giroux, 2006, p.83)

Trust in media to report all ‘important’ 
news, faith that media will tell truth

Media literacy (Giroux, 2007, pp.229-241), 
critical pedagogy (Giroux, 2011)

Influence of images in the media on how 
participants feel about current events and 
world conflict

Culture of fear (Giroux, 2006, pp.200-201)

Interpretation of violence and formation of 
political attitudes relating to it

Consumerism, masculinity, violence, 
politics, gender relations (Giroux, 2006, 
pp.205-225)

Debating and understanding structure of 
arguments – applying this to own lives

Politics of possibility (Giroux, 2006, pp.229-
236)

Concerns about welfare, benefits and 
immigration. Knowledge or understanding 
of economic situation

Ideological hegemony (Giroux, 2011, p.22)

View of young people as a homogenous
group, influenced by media portrayals

Youth panic (Giroux, 2011, p.91)
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Finding out about the specific contexts of learners 
and the sources of information they encounter 
can help instructors to tailor their work to the 
needs of their learning communities, in line with 
recommendations from critical pedagogues such 
as Freire and Giroux. The methods used in this 
research can be applied in practice.
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Finding out about where 
young people get information 
from about the world around 
them and how they assess 
the authority of these 
sources helps us develop 
theory and helps us 
understand how we can help 
them to critically evaluate 
information and make 
informed choices.
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Finding out about where young people get 
information from helps us to help the 
develop IL at secondary school level but also 
(some of) them at HE level. 

Nothing magical happens to them over the 
three years between the age group I 
researched and university age!
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Acknowledging that beliefs and actions are 
influenced by heuristics, emotions and 
sociopolitical factors, and that non-
‘traditional’ sources of information can be 
just as (or more) valid in certain contexts 
than traditional authorities, enables us to 
view the role of information literacy (in 
theory and practice) in a different light.
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The findings may help 
practitioners to understand 
what general needs young 
people may have and how 
they might perceive things 
differently to how we might 
expect them to. We can 
understand how to build IL 
instruction in context and use 
this method as a tool for 
building it with our learners.
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“One important experience in this regard would be 
to create opportunities for the information-powerful 
and the information-powerless to reverse roles. 
Community decision-making would also have to be 
simulated to make visible what is at stake in terms 
of the power, interests, motives, and assumptions 
invested in these communication processes. Finally, 
situations should be simulated in which people can 
experience how far-reaching and powerful their 
information can be.” 

(Hamelink, 1976)
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I do believe that teachers and 
other cultural workers have an 

obligation to plant seeds of hope. 
It is not a matter of sloppy 

utopianism to believe that it is 
important for future generations to 

look back on the work we are 
doing as educators and to say that 

in our time we recognized the 
moral and political significance of 

deepening and expanding the 
possibilities for improving the 

quality of human life. 
Giroux (1994, p.171)

https://flic.kr/p/7hrEoG
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